
Planning, Taxi Licensing and Rights of Way Committee Report

Update Report

Application 
Number:

18/1148/FUL Grid Ref: E: 308508
N: 302274

Community 
Council:

 Manafon Community Valid Date: 18.12.2018

Applicant: Mr Mark Wild

Location: Hill View , New Mills, Newtown, SY16 3NW,  

Proposal: Change of use of outbuilding into an engineering workshop (class B2) , 
alterations to access and associated works

Application Type: Full Application

Introduction

Following publication of the Committee Report, Members are advised that further 
correspondence has been received from Environmental Health following receipt of a third 
party representation together with further comments from Manafon Community Council 
and applicants’ agent. 

Consultee Responses

Environmental Health 21st Feb 2019

The first question:

“The generator is located outside of the barn but they have said it might be operational 
outside of normal working hours. We would request some clarification as to what you 
consider these normal hours to be? Is it between 9 and 5pm?”

In Environmental Health the definition of “normal hours” is dependent on the legislation, 
for example on a construction site normal hours can be 8am until 6pm. In consideration 
of a Statutory Noise Nuisance “normal hours” aren’t defined but 9am-5pm maybe 
considered a relevant time frame.

The BS4142 noise assessment was undertaken in consideration of a planning 
application. I assume the relevant legislation would be The Town and Country Planning 
1990 Act. Does this legislation define “normal hours”?



The second question: 

“The applicants proposing to limit this to decibel level of 75db. This is not insignificant and 
we would expect the Council to control the noise levels inside and outside of the 
building.”….. “We would like some assurances that if planning permission is granted then 
there are appropriate safeguards in places and conditions will be used to control noise 
from the site?”

We would not impose an internal noise limit condition on the site. It would be an 
unenforceable condition should the authority be refused access onto the site. Internal 
noise exposure would be a Health and Safety concern and considered under the relevant 
legislation. 

Officers can be criticised for attaching unnecessary conditions, therefore on the basis of 
the noise assessment only the night time hours’ restriction condition was deemed 
appropriate and attached. 

Should residents be affected, they can contact Environmental Health, who would 
investigate the matter through our Statutory Noise Nuisance procedure. If a noise 
nuisance is witnessed, we would serve the relevant person(s) with a Noise Abatement 
Notice requiring the abatement of the noise. We would direct those relevant people at 
that time to the noise assessment document as it suggests several methods of noise 
attenuation. 

Manafon Community Council          18th Feb 2019

Manafon Community council strongly objects to this application 
 
Planning History

The property is currently on sale by the current owners and is subject to an agricultural 
occupancy condition which cannot be removed.
 
This application would have an industrial impact on a very rural location and although the 
statement supporting the application has been keen to say it complies with the various 
aspirations of rural development planning objectives, Manafon community council wishes 
to say ; 
 
1st  The statement and application falls short on a number of building regulations 
regarding Practicality, Health and Safety and Industrial Environmental compliance.
        
As a Community Council we are fortunate to have Councillors who have between them 
in excess of fifty years knowledge and experience in industrial planning/manufacturing 
which includes Health & Safety and Environmental management. This allows us to 



comment in a professional way on why this application should be refused as totally 
unsuitable for this type of industrial use.

The statement indicates with six photographs the type and scale of machinery applicant 
proposes to install in this very small corrugated clad farm outbuilding which has hardly 
enough foot print to house one of the machines indicated in statement let alone the six 
shown. It clearly states however that no expansion of the current floor space is required 
to satisfy this application. 

Waste Management / Storage

The statement makes no reference to environmental obligations regarding storage of raw 
materials or oils/greases used by industrial machinery shown in statement or how it plans 
to control and dispose of waste.

From all aspects of suitability for industrial use of this very small building, this is a seriously 
flawed application, from its corrugated construction and relatively low headroom having 
serious issues with heat in summer and cold in winter.

BUSINESS HOURS

EHO have recommended operating hours of 7am – 10p.m.  This is not acceptable as the 
location has little background noise and this would not be acceptable in such a rural 
location where the background noise is negligible.

THE BUSINESS

The website for MMM is very detailed and shows very large manufacturing equipment.  
The application shows only 6 pieces of equipment which in itself is mis-leading as one 
could interpret this as downsizing.   We do not belief this to be the case and therefore the 
applicant if successful could put in another application for an extension in 12 months time 
or less.   Please remember this is very quiet, sedate rural countryside and should not be 
turned into an industrial site.  Reference is also made about distributing mixing equipment 
from the current production site at Irlam and very little is said about manufacturing.  
Manufacturing equals noise.

NOISE POLLUTION

The six machines cause a vast amount of noise pollution to neighbouring properties, 
totally at odds with the deeply rural location which would lead to a detrimental impact on 
tourism ,the local caravan park and residents. Together with increased traffic , lorries 
delivering components and removal of goods the impact of noise pollution would be 
significant.

Highways



The Council feel that there are insufficient passing places on the single track road  and 
very little if any consideration has been taken for other road users. This road is a shared 
access with three other parties, lorries to the property would block the road for any other 
users to get past.

Applicants’ Agent       25th Feb 2019

Due to the late response received from Manafon Community Council, we felt it necessary 
to provide a response to the comments and concerns raised by them.

Therefore, please could you write an update for committee on the basis of this response:

Planning History

As the planning officer explains within the report, a certificate of lawful use was granted 
last year which allows any person to occupy the property in question, and does not need 
to be working in agriculture. This is irrelevant to this change of use application.

This is a planning application and therefore the comments on building regulations is 
surprising. Of course, the building and use will have to fully comply with any building 
regulations and other Health and Safety regulations, which is a separate legislation.

The comments received in relation to the size of the machines proposed in the shed, and 
the size of the shed, I believe the community council have misunderstood the scale of the 
machines somewhere. We can confirm that a footprint of only 270 sq ft will be required 
for the six machines and the building is 1500 sq ft.

No extension will be required for the building, and if the applicant wanted an extension, 
he would need to apply for full planning permission, of which would be considered.

Waste Management

The comments stating that 'this is a seriously flawed application' is again confusing, as I 
believe the community council have again mistaken the information required for a 
planning application and other legislation. The type of business (metal), means there are 
only small pieces of scrap metal as waste, as the machines have all the lubricants within 
them and are recycled through their pipework within the machine. I believe the low head 
room is not a planning consideration, neither is the applicant being cold in the winter or 
hot in the summer a consideration? I'm sure the applicant have looked at these aspects, 
and is content his business can work in that space.

Business Hours
A full noise assessment has been carried out (which considered the existing background 
levels), illustrated that the worst-case scenario of noise created by the use would not raise 
any unacceptable noise impact, therefore Environmental Health has recommended 
working hours to be restricted between 7am and 10pm.



However, having received this concern from the community council, the applicant is 
happy for the condition to restrict working hours to be between 8am and 6pm if the 
planning committee see fit.

The Business

The six machines referred to are the machines that make parts to make the mixing 
machines. The current business has been running for 26 years in a similar size building 
to the outbuilding proposed. If the business wanted to grow, they would have done it now, 
and would not choose a site with limited opportunities to grow.

The community council response states 'Manufacturing equals noise', which we cannot 
argue with, which why we undertook a noise assessment to make sure the noise at 
nearest properties would be acceptable. However 'Agriculture equals noise' also, and we 
would consider that agriculture noise would be louder and 24/7 every day of the year, of 
which the building could be used for tomorrow if the current occupiers wanted.

Noise Pollution

Again, we don't want to reiterate, but a full noise assessment has been carried out by an 
independent consultant and verified by the environmental health officer which confirms 
the proposed noise at worst case scenario is acceptable.

Highways

As part of the highway conditions, 2 passing places will be provided as part of the 
proposal. However the vehicle movements associated with the use will be less than 
agricultural movements really. The applicant will have no right to block the road, as there 
is a right of way, and there is sufficient space to turn and park without blocking the road.
The proposal includes significant improvements to the existing access, including widening 
and increasing the visibility to the left and right, and therefore the users of the shared 
access will benefit from this improvement.

Conclusion

This is a small family run business that wants to move into Powys, which is refreshing to 
hear and see. The small scale of the business and family run nature will make good use 
of an existing relatively redundant building. They would look to support local businesses 
in purchasing raw material and services to run the business.

This application should be seen as an improvement to the existing site, as the current site 
has the potential of 24/7 agricultural use and associated noises, together with a very 
substandard access for all properties. Therefore this proposal will improve and control all 
of those elements.



Recommendation

Notwithstanding the concerns expressed above, based upon the consultee responses 
received, Officers are satisfied that the proposal accords with planning policy and 
therefore, the recommendation is one of consent subject to the conditions listed within 
the original Committtee Report. 
__________________________________________________
Case Officer: Richard Edwards, Planning and Monitoring Officer
Tel: 01597 827218 E-mail: richard.edwards2@powys.gov.uk  


